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country-houses. Once they seized upon two Roman praetors, Sex-
tilius and Bellinus, in their purple-edged robes, and carried them
off together with their officers and lictors. The daughter also of
Antonius, a man that had had the honor of a triumph, taking a journey
into the country, was seized, and redeemed upon payment of a large
ransom. But it was most abusive of all that, when any of the cap-
tives declared himself to be a Roman, and told his name, they affected
to be surprised, and feigning fear, smote their thighs and fell down
at his feet, humbly beseeching him to be gracious and forgive them.
The captives, seeing them so humble and suppliant, believed them
to be in earnest; and some of them now would proceed to put Roman
shoes on his feet, and to dress him in a Roman gown, to prevent, they
said, his being mistaken another time. After all this pageantry, when
they had thus deluded and mocked him long enough, at last putting
out a ship's ladder, when they were in the midst of the sea, they told
him he was free to go, and wished him a pleasant journey; and if he
resisted they themselves threw him overboard and drowned him.
This piratic power having got the dominion and control of all the
Mediterranean, there was left no place for navigation or commerce.
And this it was which most of all made the Romans, finding themselves
to be extremely straitened in their markets, and' considering that if it
should continue, there would be a dearth and famine in the land,
determine at last to send out Pompey to recover the seas from the
pirates. Gabinius, one of Pompey's friends, preferred a law, whereby
there was granted to him, not only the government of the seas as
admiral, but, in direct words, sole and irresponsible sovereignty over
all men. For the decree gave him absolute power and authority in all
the seas within the pillars of Hercules, and in the adjacent main-
land for the space of four hundred furlongs fronvthe sea. Now there
were but few regions in the Roman empire out of that compass; and
the greatest of the nations and most powerful of the kings were in-
cluded in the limit. Moreover, by this decree he had a power of
selecting fifteen lieutenants out of the senate, and of assigning to each
his province in charge; then he might take likewise out of the treasury
and out of the hands of the revenue-farmers what moneys he pleased;
as also two hundred sail of ships, with a power to press and levy
what soldiers and seamen he thought fit.
When this law was read, the common people approved of it ex-
ceedingly, but the chief men and most important among the senators
looked upon it as an exorbitant power, even beyond the reach of envy,
but well deserving their fears. Therefore concluding with themselves
that such unlimited authority was dangerous, they agreed unanimously
to oppose the bill, and all went against it, except Caesar, who gave his
vote for the law, not to gratify Pompey, but the people, whose favor he
liad courted underhand from the beginning, and hoped to compass for